
National Council of Jewish Women  |  Los Angeles Section   |   annual report 2009-2010   |   page a

commitment…

annual report 2009-2010



National Council of Jewish Women  |  Los Angeles Section   |   annual report 2009-2010   |   page b

...to women…to children ...to action...to community...



National Council of Jewish Women  |  Los Angeles Section   |   annual report 2009-2010   |   page b

...to women…to children ...to action...to community...



National Council of Jewish Women  |  Los Angeles Section   |   annual report 2009-2010   |   page 2 National Council of Jewish Women  |  Los Angeles Section   |   annual report 2009-2010   |   page 3

to empower...to grow.....



National Council of Jewish Women  |  Los Angeles Section   |   annual report 2009-2010   |   page 2 National Council of Jewish Women  |  Los Angeles Section   |   annual report 2009-2010   |   page 3

Moving forward is a way of life at 
NCJW/LA. It’s inevitable. It’s necessary. It’s 
something we are compelled to do. Our 
perpetual motion is rooted in our yearning 
for justice. In every member, in every  
volunteer, and in every staff person, there 
is a vision of a world of plenty. One in 
which all people are “haves.”

In the past year, we have taken great leaps 
forward. At McAlister High School we 
started a new program to tutor teens 
who are pregnant or who have small 
children. Thanks to our wonderful volun-
teers, these students are on their way to 
a much-needed high school diploma. We 
have offered support groups for women 
and families affected by a number of is-
sues. We have guided more callers on the 
Talkline and counseled more clients in our 
offices than ever before. And during our 
annual Clothing Giveaway, we had the 
honor of helping 40,000 pieces of clothing 
find new owners.

We opened a beautiful new Thrift Store in 
Studio City. It is successful in sales as well 
as in the incredible donations that come 
in. Both our Women Helping Children and 
Women Helping Women departments 
held successful fundraisers. We were able 
to raise our profiles as well as more than 

There are many ways of going forward, but only one way of standing still. Franklin D. Roosevelt

a few dollars. The highlight of the year was 
the Hannah G Solomon Gala. We were 
thrilled to have NCJW President Nancy 
Ratzan travel from the East Coast to  
speak and inspire us at the Gala. She 
joined us for an intimate brunch for  
the Board the next morning where she 
shared her experience while serving on 
the President’s Advisory Council on Faith-
based and Neighborhood Partnerships. 

In March, a large contingent of members 
went to Washington DC for Washington 
Institute, NCJW’s premier public policy 
event. Together with members from 
across the country, we were briefed on a 
range of important issues. Certainly, our 
delegates enjoyed the opportunity to 
network and exchange ideas. The highlight 
for everyone was visiting Capitol Hill to 
lobby our representatives.  Our passion for 
advocacy runs deep, and the opportunity 
to affect change on the national level was 
awe-inspiring.

We know that there will always be 
important work to do. There will always 
be people in need. There will always be 
an underdog. But the good news is that 
there will always be people who have the 
momentum and desire to meet that need, 
and we will move forward together.

Amy Straus	 Ruth Zeitzew	 Cipra Nemeth	 Hillary Selvin 
Co-President	  Co-President	 Past President	 Executive Director
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who we are?

As we begin our second century in Los Angeles,  
NCJW/LA members, volunteers and supporters continue 
their dedication and passion about our commitment to 
women, children and families in need and at risk. We are 
women making a difference through vision, action and 
service. Our culminating event for our 100th Anniversary 
was held on October 24, 2009 at the Skirball Cultural 
Center for over 200 people. We honored Julie Gertler and 
Merle Siegel with our Hannah G. Solomon Awards and  
The Honorable Abbe Land with our Remarkable  
Woman Award.

Our Women Making A Difference group, which is our 
“gateway to NCJW/LA,” continues to thrive with their 
monthly Mitzvot & Merlot program as well as programs 
with partner agencies benefiting women, children and 
families in Los Angeles. Energetic, compassionate and 
dynamic women who want to make an impact on the 
community but who have little time, come together to  
do a mitzvah as well as make new friends.

Our Beverly West and Vista Val Divisions continued to 
support the efforts of NCJW/LA. Vista Val Special Interest 
Groups offered social and cultural opportunities by provid-
ing an Art Group, Book Discussion, Jewish Studies, Movie 
Discussion, Woman to Woman, and World Affairs, as well 
as educational and social trips, and their special semi-annual 
luncheons in the San Fernando Valley. They supported our 
Light Up A Library book drives for at-risk children. Beverly 
West held discussion groups and special luncheons four 
times a year at Council House. Both Divisions provided 
volunteers as well as supporters to NCJW/LA.

“Everyone needs to be valued. Everyone has the potential to give something back.”  
Diana, Princess of Wales 

our community

Volunteerism is a vital and crucial part of maintaining the 
valuable community services provided by NCJW/LA. We 
are thankful for our dedicated members and volunteers  
for our programs: Art Pals, Ben’s Books, Light Up A Library, 
Art Bridges Culture, After School Homework Connection, 
Teen Mom Tutoring, Counseling Talkline, Scholarship, 
COURTWATCH, Alexandria House, Gramercy Place, 
Advocacy, Council Thrift Shops and a variety of community 
events. We held our Volunteer Open House in August of 
2009 and 2010, allowing potential volunteers the 
opportunity of exploring our volunteer options.

outreach and visibility

With our upgraded website, Facebook and You Tube 
connections, NCJW/LA has expanded our visibility in the 
community and has given the community easier access to 
programs and opportunities to help us make a difference. 
We again partnered with Miller Automotive on in-store 
and television campaigns to increase the visibility of our 
used cell phone collection that supports battered women 
and provides valuable funding to our programs. We were 

“up in lights” on billboards at 42 locations throughout the 
City and Valley offering phone numbers to connect with 
our Counseling Talkline and Council Thrift Shops. 

NCJW/LA’s Annual Women’s Seder on April 1 brought 
women (and men) together at Council House to observe 
Passover with a uniquely designed Seder to celebrate 
women. Mothers and daughters, grandmothers and grand-
daughters came together to enjoy a service filled with 
special traditions like the orange on the Seder plate and 
the four questions asked by daughters and granddaughters. 
We continue this tradition every year. A special thank 
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you to all of our sponsors: Anita Aratow, Deborah Berger 
Jennifer Brockett, Lance Brown/Brown Metals, Glatt Mart, 
Milken Family Foundation, Mount Sinai Memorial Parks and 
Mortuaries, William O’Neil + Company, Cipra Nemeth, 
and Amy Straus.

NCJW/LA held its Annual Meeting on Sunday, June 6 at 
Lawry’s to celebrate the installation of the new Board 
of Directors and Officers, Volunteer Awards and Donor 
Recognition. Carolyn Williams, Senior Manager/Community 
Partnerships of The Gas Company, inducted our Board 
and installed our new officers with Amy Straus and Ruth 
Zeitzew as Co-Presidents, offering the opportunity of 
different generations coming together. Our guest speakers 
were women who were able to pursue their dreams  
because of the services provided by NCJW/LA: Olena 
Svetlov, Rachel Plotkin and Maria Suarez. 

We presented a special award to Fran Teller : NCJW/LA 
Extraordinary Woman of the Century. Our Annual  
Meeting is an opportunity to thank and recognize our 
many volunteers and donors for their dedication and  
commitment that is so vital to the work that NCJW/LA 
does. We thank our sponsors and underwriters: Anita 
Aratow, Shelli Dodell, Harrington Group, Debby Newman, 
William O’Neil + Company, C. Jean Pearlstein, Merle Siegel 
and Dr. Dan Sizemore.

Our Life Members continue to increase from all genera-
tions and we will continue to host our annual Life Member 
Reception to provide a way for established and new 
Life Members to reconnect and learn more about what 
NCJW/LA has accomplished. We continually reach out 
to regular members to encourage them to become Life 
Members as a commitment to our goals as well as helping 
us save postage and paper.

We continue to thank our donors who have supported 
us throughout the year. They provided scholarships, books, 
clothes, furniture, toys, time and funds, all of which are  
essential to provide services and programs to the  
Los Angeles community.

NCJW/LA participated in many community events 
including: West Hollywood Healthy Children’s Fair, West 
Hollywood Senior Health Fair, West Hollywood Book 
Fair, SORO Festival, Bob Blumenfield’s Women’s Financial 
Literacy Workshop & Resource Fair, Israeli Independence 
Day Festival, Governor’s Women’s Conference and other 
events where we distributed information and followed 
NCJW/LA’s tradition to reach out and respond to the 
needs of the community.



National Council of Jewish Women  |  Los Angeles Section   |   annual report 2009-2010   |   page 6

I expect to pass through life but once. If therefore, there be any kindness I can show, or any 
good thing I can do to any fellow being, let me do it now, and not defer or neglect it,  

as I shall not pass this way again. Stephen Grellet

This year at Women Helping Women (WHW), we have 
seized every opportunity to make a difference in our 
community —by expanding our efforts to reach out to 
individuals and families who need support, by developing 
programs that are responsive to emerging needs, and  
by enhancing the breadth and quality of our programs  
and services. 

Thanks to our new electronic billboard ads, our Counsel-
ing Talkline, now in its 21st year, continues to expand its 
outreach into the community. And as the calls increase,  
so does our skill in responding to our callers. 

With ongoing continuing education workshops, our 
counselors are learning about the latest research in human 
development and therapeutic change, and receiving spe-
cialized training to assist them in responding to the most 
difficult calls—such as child abuse, domestic violence, and 
chronic mental illness—with confidence and compassion. 

With the addition of a new Talkline Services Coordina-
tor to our staff this year, we look forward to recruiting and 
training new Talkline volunteers in 2010–11, and continuing 
to enhance this essential service.

In response to the economic crisis affecting our clients and 
callers, we have also expanded the emergency services 
provided through our Esther Lewin Emergency Survival 
Fund to include an Emergency Rental Assistance Program 
for West Hollywood residents. Thanks to generous grants 
totaling $41,378 from the City of West Hollywood, we 
have assisted 43 residents in attaining or maintaining stable 
housing, helping them to avoid eviction or homelessness.

We have also continued to enhance our clinical therapy 
program, thanks to the dedication of our talented clinical 
social workers, and the enrichment of our ever-growing 
MSW intern training program. With an expanded pool of 
clinicians, and newly appointed therapy rooms, we have 
been able to offer free, high-quality therapy to more indi-
viduals and families than ever, while developing a reputation 
as one of the best clinical training programs in Los Angeles. 

We have also expanded our group offerings through our 
new Women’s Empowerment Support Group series. 
These groups—offered at Council House, at local schools, 
and through our new partnership with Prototypes shelter 
in Hollywood—provide a safe space for women and girls 
to explore and heal from emotional eating, domestic  
violence, childhood trauma, and other significant issues.

This spring, we completed stage two of the Family Court 
Advocacy Project’s COURTWATCH, with the creation 
of a database to compile all the information that our  
dedicated volunteers provide. We have also forged an  
alliance with local law schools and begun training law  
students as volunteer observers. We are more confident 
than ever that we will be able to advocate for the  
family court system to be more responsive to the  
needs of domestic violence survivors.

None of these programs would be possible without the 
support of NCJW/LA members, donors and volunteers. 
With everything you do, you help us make a difference.

women helping women
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Unless someone like you cares a whole awful lot, nothing is going to get better. It’s not. 
Dr. Seuss
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commitment...to families....
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commitment...to families....

women helping children

Despite the downturn with the economy, over 90  
NCJW/LA Women Helping Children (WHC) volunteers 
found it in themselves to rise above the day-to-day  
hardships to meet the unmet needs of approximately  
6,500 children through our Art and Literacy Programs  
for Youth. 

We empower children by offering academic assistance 
through our Tutoring and Enrichment programs, providing 
access to knowledge through the Light Up A Library 
program, inspiring children to use their creativity in both 
our Contemporary and culture-based Art Programs,  
and mentoring youth through our shelter-based Enrich-
ment programs.

WHC volunteers

•	Discussed the elements of art with 3rd graders during 	
	 Art Pals each week;

•	Kept elementary school libraries open and accessible 
	 to students;

•	Strolled the Downtown LA Artwalk for inspiration 
	 with the Alexandria House teen program;

•	Taught children about different cultures and their art 		
	 through our Art Bridges Culture program;

•	Planted a garden and explored KidSpace Science 
	 Center with the after-school program at  
	 Alexandria House;

•	Practiced multiplication and writing spelling words in 		
	 our school-based After School Homework Clubs;

We cannot always build the future for our youth, but we can build our youth for the future. 
Franklin D. Roosevelt (1882–1945)

•	Toured The Norton Simon Museum with a group of 		
	 teen and pregnant moms from our Teen Mom Tutoring 	
	 and Enrichment Program, and 

•	Chaperoned a field trip to the bookstore so youth 
	 living in homeless shelters and transitional housing could  
	 select books for their own personal library… 

just to name a few examples of what we’ve been up to!

As the LAUSD continues to make cutbacks and face  
challenges with their budget, NCJW/LA remains committed 
to providing our programs and enriching the lives of youth 
in our schools. In fact, we’re expanding our efforts! Our 
shelter-based tutoring program will now be offered several 
times a week. We will also be offering volunteer support 
at a second McAlister High School location, and will be 
providing our After School Homework Club twice a week 
at two local elementary schools.
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NCJW/LA founded in 1909 as a volunteer organization 
of activist women, has developed generations of women 
leaders and advocates serving the community. Members 
have tackled important issues through the decades such 
as women’s right to vote, child care for working mothers, 
equal rights for women, legal sanctions against domes-
tic violence regardless of sexual orientation, equal rights 
regardless of sexual orientation, improved public education, 
human trafficking, legal rights for immigrants, reproductive 
rights and family planning options, separation of religion  
and state and welfare reform.

We are part of a nationwide network of sections that  
can be brought into action with the click of a mouse.  

In March 2010 our members attended the Washington 
Institute to meet with our representatives and sena-
tors to advocate for our issues. We heard an inspiring 
speech by NCJW President Nancy Ratzan. Watching 
President Obama on TV signing the health care reform 
bill in Congressman Waxman’s office was memorable. 
NCJW also introduced Higher Ground: NCJW’s Domestic 
Violence Campaign and the continuation of PLAN A 
Access to Contraception.

2009 programs included “Shadow World’ Hate Crimes 
& Intolerance with Dave Bryan of CBS2/KCAL9 News, 
Stephen F. Rohde Past President ACLU, with the FBI and 
ADL exploring crimes of hatred and prejudice and Dr. 
Edward Dunbar who does analysis of hate crime activity 
with the LAPD.  

Mavis Leno discussed the plight of Afghan women and 
children and her ongoing effort to ensure that the status 
of Afghan women is taken into account in America’s  
foreign policy.

advocacy

We featured Father Greg Boyle, of Homeboy Industries; 
Dawn Brown of Girls and Gangs; Guillermo Cespedes, 
L.A. Director of Gang Reduction & Youth Development 
a member from LAPD Gang Unit. and David Ono, ABC 
Eyewitness News Anchor in a program dealing with the 
issues of youth gang involvement.  

December closed the year with award winning film  
producer Robert Greenwald and Jim Miller, Executive 
Director of Brave New Films in a candid discussion of  
their film “Sick for Profit.” 

2010 began with our annual Roe v. Wade program 
featuring West Hollywood Mayor Abbe Land, Loyola  
Law Professor Laurie Levenson, PPLA President and  
CEO Rebecca Isaacs and USC Clinical Professor  
Dr. Arthur Fleisher.  

Other programs included the Separation of Church and 
State with Los Angeles Times award winning Journalist 
Timothy Rutten, Southern California ACLU President and 
Chair Stephen Rohde and CBS2 News Political Reporter 
Dave Bryan. Women in Prison Part 2 with Assistant LAPD 
Chief Sandy Jo MacArthur, Former Warden Dawn Davison, 
Debra Herndon Director of Female Offender Programs for 
California, and Dawn Brown of Girls and Gangs.  

Summer brought us WATER: the Key to Survival 
with Assemblymember Mike Feuer and award winning 
photographer Gil Garcetti. Immigration Reform with 
Robert Scheer, Editor of TruthDig, ACLU Attorney Jennie 
Pasquarella and Eun Sook Lee Executive Director of 
the National Korean American Service and Education 
Consortium.

As advocates, we will always be in the forefront of issues 
that impact the lives of women, children and families.

History informs. It can inspire, sometimes even challenge. Everyone can have a role. Can we 
do better? Can we do more? We’re still making history.
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council thrift shops

Despite a challenging year, Council Thrift Shops did well as 
the economy continued to struggle. Thanks to a variety of 
organized and deliberate steps, we succeeded to further 
the mission of NCJW/LA.

Here are some highlights of our  
accomplishments:

•	We opened our 9th store in Studio City at 
	 12203 Ventura Boulevard.

•	We cross-promoted the opening of our newest store 		
	 with Maria’s Italian Kitchen.

•	The Pico store was remodeled and is now a bright, 
	 spacious showcase.

•	Our expanded booth at the annual Israel Festival was 		
	 a tremendous success. Hundreds of shoppers enjoyed 	
	 browsing through tables of Judaica, and learned about 		
	 our free community programs.

•	Thrift continued to support agencies throughout the 		
	 city via our free Clothing Voucher program.

•	The Annual Clothing Giveaway in December 
	 distributed 40,000 pieces of clothing, stuffed animals 		
	 and books to over 3,000 recipients. We also hosted 		
	 several social service agencies which shared useful  
	 information about resources available to the  
	 participants.

•	We are using professional scanning equipment provided 	
	 by a book expert in all our stores. This has resulted in 		
	 an increase of 40% in private book sales over last year.

Give what you have. To someone it may be better than you dare to think. 
Henry Wadsworth Longfellow

•	Ongoing staff training regarding store set-up, ambience, 
	 pricing, and customer service ensures a pleasant  
	 shopping experience for our customers in a welcoming 	
	 environment.

•	Our fabulous “Best of the Best” events have gained an 
	 incredible reputation and following. Every weekend 		
	 throngs of excited customers line up before our stores 	
	 open eager to discover treasures and bargains.

•	Increased signage in all the stores creates awareness 
	 of the NCJW/LA programs for women, children and 		
	 families that are support by Council Thrift.

•	Ads in Performance magazine, newspapers and the 		
	 Laemmle theaters continue to raise our profile across 	
	 the city.

Thrift is proud of all these accomplishments, and knows 
that it is due to the hard work of many people. Thank you 
to all of our donors, customers, staff, volunteers and sup-
porters of Council Thrift Shops. Your meaningful contribu-
tions each and every day have played a vital role in the 
success of our Council Thrift Shops, and our unique and 
valuable community programs.

Through your tireless dedication we ensure that the  
very best resources are available for our Women Helping 
Women, Women Helping Children and Advocacy  
programs. This ongoing support allows NCJW/LA to  
impact lives every day. We sincerely thank you for being a 
partner in our journey, because together we can make a 
difference each and every day.



National Council of Jewish Women  |  Los Angeles Section   |   annual report 2009-2010   |   page 12 National Council of Jewish Women  |  Los Angeles Section   |   annual report 2009-2010   |   page 13



National Council of Jewish Women  |  Los Angeles Section   |   annual report 2009-2010   |   page 14 National Council of Jewish Women  |  Los Angeles Section   |   annual report 2009-2010   |   page 15

to protect...to preserve...
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national programs

Plan A: NCJW’s Campaign for Contraceptive Access aims 
to secure and protect access to contraceptive information 
and options. Through a combination of education and  
advocacy initiatives at the community, state and national 
levels, Plan A aims to secure and protect access to con-
traceptive information and health services for all, putting 
individuals back in control of their personal health decisions.

Higher Ground: NCJW’s Domestic Violence Campaign is 
a national effort to end domestic violence by improving  
the economic status of women. Grounded in the under-
standing that economic security is critical to women’s  
safety, Higher Ground educates and mobilizes advocates, 
community members, and decision makers to promote 
progressive policy solutions that champion women’s 
economic autonomy. Higher Ground champions economic 
independence for women as a way to help eliminate  
domestic violence and create a more stable financial  
foundation for all women to build upon. 

NCJW sections around the country are involved in a 
range of domestic violence prevention initiatives, including 
COURTWATCH programs, teen dating violence education, 
and Silent Witness and Clothesline projects. 

BenchMark: NCJW’s Campaign to Save Roe educates and 
mobilizes NCJW members, the Jewish community, friends 
and allies everywhere to promote a federal bench with 
judges who support fundamental freedoms, including a 
woman’s right to reproductive choice.

NCJW’s Promote the Vote, Protect the Vote initiative is 
designed to secure and safeguard voting rights for all, and 
encourage participation in the democratic process at the 
community, state, and federal levels. 

2010 marks the 90th anniversary of the passage of the 
19th Amendment to the Constitution—granting women 
the right to vote. NCJW, founded in 1893 on the prin-
ciple of empowering women, played a role in winning that 
cherished right to vote for women. Decades later, NCJW 
advocates fought hard for the historic Voting Rights Act, 
passed in 1965, to end discrimination in voting. More 
recently, NCJW supported legislation to remove barriers to 
voting through the Help America Vote Act. Across decades, 
NCJW has understood that voting is the cornerstone of 
our democracy.

NCJW’s work in Israel directly mirrors the organiza-
tion’s efforts to create progressive social change in the US. 
NCJW’s pioneering Israel programs foster and support 
education, promote the empowerment of women, and 
bridge the gaps in society for Israel’s vulnerable women, 
children, and families. Three years ago, NCJW welcomed a 
partnership with US/Israel Women to Women (W2W), an 
organization dedicated to supporting grassroots programs 
and advocacy efforts for women in Israel. NCJW has been 
actively involved in Israel for more than 60 years, with pro-
grams like the NCJW Research Institute for Innovation in 
Education (RIFIE) at the Hebrew University and the NCJW 
Women & Gender Studies Program at Tel Aviv University 
forming the cornerstones of NCJW’s historical educa-
tional work. Today, strategic efforts like the Israel Granting 
Program and NCJW’s advocacy and coalition work  
continue in this spirit of education and empowerment—
helping to advance the lives of women, children, and 
families and ensure Israel’s future.  
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scholarship program

National Council of Jewish Women,/Los Angeles  
(NCJW/LA) is dedicated to addressing the critical social 
and economic realities facing women today by stimulating 
and challenging the community to take action. Through  
our scholarship program we strive to improve the quality 
of the lives of women in pursuit of an education within the 
framework of the criteria established for each scholarship.

For over 20 years, the Women Helping Women 
Scholarship committee has awarded scholarships to 
women who have shown initiative and courage. These 
women have dealt with a myriad of obstacles, including 
abuse, personal tragedy, poverty, immigration, and the 
stresses of single parenting, and have come through it all 
with a determination to better their lives and the lives of 
their families through education.

What does it take to make a difference  
in someone’s life?

	A commitment of 20 hours per year by each 
	 Scholarship Committee Member.

	A minimum donation of $5,000 to establish a new 		
	 scholarship, and a commitment to maintain a balance  
	 of $2,500 in the fund.

	As much as you can give to help us sustain one of 
	 our current scholarships.

	And as little as a single NCJW/LA tribute.

This year we awarded a total of $24,000 in scholarships 
to16 impressive women who are enrolled in school in  
the greater Los Angeles area.

We would like to thank our generous donors  
who made that possible:

Diane Nosseck  
The Singerman/Nosseck Memorial Scholarship

June Miller
The June Miller Nursing Education Scholarship

Fran Teller and Family
The Inger Lawrence-M.R. Bauer Foundation  
Nursing Studies Scholarship

Jackie Goldberg
The Sol Goldberg Childcare subsidy

Sophie Greenstadt
The Sophie Greenstadt Scholarship  
for Mid-Life Women

Suzanne & Stan Caplan
The Ellis Childcare Scholarship

Mary Smart and Sylvia Schulman
The Susan Schulman Begley Memorial Scholarship

Sylvia Schulman
The Samuel Schulman Memorial Scholarship

To find out how you can help make a difference, 
contact our Scholarship Coordinator, Elizabeth Triplett at 
(323) 852-8515 or Elizabeth@ncjwla.org.
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donors

$10,000 and above

Children’s Bureau of  
Southern California
City of West Hollywood
June Miller
Modestus Bauer Foundation, 
Frances Teller

$5,000–9,999

Casden Properties LLC
Cedars Sinai Medical Center
M.R. Bauer Foundation,  
Frances Teller
Isabelle Mizrahi
The Berry Gordy Family 
Foundation
Joan Wilder

$1,000–4,999

Anita Aratow
Bank of America/Merrill Lynch
Suzanne Buckholtz
Cannon Family Foundation
Suzanne Caplan
Consensus Inc.
Ann L. Dach
Earl B. Gilmore Foundation
Julie Gertler
Rachel Gindi
Jacqueline Goldberg
Richard Goldberg
Joseph Hoyt Foundation,  
Phyllis Cohen
Helen Katz
Amy Kestenbaum

Thank You to all of our supporters who have helped change the lives of women, children and families with their generosity.

The National Council of Jewish Women/Los Angeles also thanks the many individuals who made contributions  
of less than $50. Due to space, we are unable to list them individually.

Robert & Merryll Klausner
Abbe Land
Jeff Levy
Richard E. Lewis
Doris Luster
Mark Mandel
Sandra Milken
Milken Family Foundation
Elizabeth Morris
Cipra Nemeth
Lea Rosendahl
Ellen Schnur
Sempra Energy/The Gas 
Company
Peggy Shapiro
Ralph Shapiro
Sidney Stern Memorial Trust
Merle Siegel
Alan Sieroty
Stratton-Petit Foundation
Amy Straus
Ellyn Vickman
William O’Neil & Company

$500–999

Patty Acuna
Millie Allinson
Jennifer Baronoff
Delores Berg
Deborah Berger
Jennifer Brockett
Janet Chapman
Councilmember Jeffrey Prang 
Committee

Holly Fader
Leah Fischer
Alan Greenstadt
Harrington Group, LLP
HHYP
Lindsey Horvath
Susan Isaacs
Mary Joyce Johnson
Arline Land
Edward Lewis
Mastercard Matching Gift 
Program
Debby Newman
Rose Norton
C. Jean Pearlstein
Carol Pullman
Leanore Saltz
Marilyn Sayegh
Peggy Schwartz
Rick Schwartz
Dan Sizemore
Lila Steinhart
Carol Tobias
Debra Tobias
Lenore Wax
Lynne B. Wertheimer
Ruth Zeitzew

$250–499

Rachel Andres
Benjamin Bohr
Pam Brown
Marcia Burnam
Christina Charles-Schoeman

Laifun Chung-Kotcheff
Gail Cohen
Congregation Beth Chayim 
Chadashim
Shelli Dodell
Sharon Elson
Jean Gaynor
Bari Good
Kathy Good
Boris Gorbis
Annette Gottlieb
Dana Green
Marlene Gursey
Reesa Hahn-Manning
Stephanie M. Hayutin
Louise Horvitz
Joanne F. Kravitz
Laura M. Lake
Allen Lawrence
Alan Livingston
Fran Lyons
Jodi Marcus-Moore
Gary Minzer
Myra K. Morewitz
Mount Sinai Memorial Parks
Marla Osband
Irene Perer
Farah Pezeshki
Desiree Pierce
Alvin Rabin
Madeleine Rackley
R.E. Rubenstin
Bruce Russell
Robert & Helene Schacter
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Sylvia Schulman
Anthony Segil
Hillary Selvin
Linda Shapero
Susan Simon
Marla Smith
Bella Stavchansky
Lois R. Stone
Susan Sysler
Louise Teeter
Renee Tener Hertzberg
Hannah Theile, Ph.D.
Phyllis Alden Truby
USI of Southern California 
Insurance Services Inc
Rebecca Lyn Wayne
Howard Weithorn
Jennifer Williams
Ruth Williams
Judith Wolf
Susan Wolford

$50–249

Jean Aaron
Brenda Abramson
Merle Adelstein
Gloria Adler
Lennie Alickman
Mardi Allen
Thelma Alper
Miriam Altschuler
Thelma Altshul
Christina M. Anderson
Kurt R. Anker
Suzanne Baum
Joan Bauman
Judith Bauman
Naomi Beck
Dolores & Alvin Becker
Myra Beisel
Ada Bender
Anne Bernstein
Harriette Bernstein

Sam Bidner
Marilyn Bigman
Diane Blank
Karol Blumenthal
Dale Wesley Bolen
Esther Bormaster
Sylvia Bremer
Roselie R. Brenner
Linda Briskman
Myra Brown
Brown Metals Company
Kerren Brull
Diana Buckhantz
Anna Burns
C.C. Cooper Design Services
Miriam Cantor
Susan Carleo
Janet Change
Iris Chayet
Joan Cohan
Bette Jane Cohen
Jean F. Cohen
Leona Cohen
Shirley A. Cohen
Nelson Colvin
Marjorie Dallis
Lois Davis
Susan L. Demskey-Horiuchi
Loraine Despres
Deborah Diamond
Downtwon Women’s Center
Sofiya Dubinsky
Sylvia Edelstein
Marcia Edmond
Janice S. Ehrlich
Alison & Erin Eichberg
Eric Engel
Pamela Farber
Kimberly Kristine Fay
Anna & Steven Feig
Nancy Ferenstein
Karen S. Figilis
Iris P. Finger

Jodi Finkel
Rosalind Finkelor
Richard Fisher
Muriel Flagg
Patricia Flagg
Genevieve Fleming
Teri Frank
Rosalind Freedman
Joanna French
Bonnie Friedman
Lisa Friedman
Vivian Friedman
Ron Galperin
Alice Garfield
Debra Gendel
Jill Glasband
Pearl Glick
Zita Gluskin
Barbara Gold
Bernice Gold
Esther Goldsmith
Frances S. Goldsmith
Carol F. Goldstein
Ellie Goldstein
Roslyn Goldstine
Roxie S. Goodman
Madeline Goodwin
Irene Graff
Gini Gruber
Michelle Haines
Dale Halperin
Bertha Havassy
Kristina Heckart
Ray Held
Betty Jane Heppenstall
Hella Hershson
Toby M. Horn
Natalie Issner
Virginia Jacoby
Kelley Jones
Marcia S. Jones
Charlotte Kaber
Rosalind Kagel

Cyndee K. Kahn
Lynda Karabensh
Clare Karish
Sondra Kasden
Karen Kass
Vivian Kassel
Margye L. Kaufman
Karen Kay
Arlene M. Klein
Naomi Klein
Patricia Kourt
Alissa Koven
Helen Kozberg
Hallie Kraft
Loris Kramer-Lunsford
Rosianne Kurtz
Karen Labinger
Steve Lacher
Dorothy Lank
Christen Laursen
Elaine Lax
Cynthia Lay
Marilyn Lee
Ruth Lerner
Linda Lessing
Esther Lester
Jack Levine
Betty Levinson
Barrie Levy
Fan Levy
Lillian Levy
Lois F. Levy
Henry Lichstein
Bette-Jane Licht Krom
Lauren Gale Linde
Roslyn Lothridge
Lisa Kaplan Lubka
Karen Mahl
Saundra Mandel
Elliot F. Mandwelle
Dorothy Manolson
Taryn Maraine
Rita March
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Marder & Freedman, C.P.A., APC
Leslie Margolies
Shirley Marmer-Kern
Eve Marsh
Anita Marsten
Roslynd Lowe Mass
Miriam Matranga
Rena Maymudes
Amanda Mckeel
Hyacinth McLeod
Georgia L. Mercer
Harriet Miller
Marlene Miller
Muriel Newman Mines
Gail Minkow
Leah Mitchell
Jane Morgen
Geraldine Moscowitz
Esther L. Mueller
Faina Nadgornaya
Edward Newman
Laurel C. Newmark
Betty Jane Neymark
Jennifer Niles
Marcy Norton
Judith R. Okun
Susan Overman
Katherine Padovano
Arlene J. Paster
Karen Pearl
Jackie Pearlson
Linda Peck
Joan Peltin
Marilyn Petrone

Linda Goodman Pillsbury
Barbara Pine
Marlene Rapkin
Adele S. Raymond
James Reckon
Jodi Reed
Shelley P. Resnik
Ada J. Roberts
Shirley Roberts
Sydney Rocklin
Jerry Rodstein
Lysa Rose
Jean B. Rosen
Suzanne Rosenthal
Lois Rosett
Ila Rothenberg
Muriel Rowan
Ruth Rutkin
Linda Saltzman
Fanny Samulon
Barbara Sant
Gloria Savinar
Helene Schacter
Schacter Orthodontics ADC
Marion & Anthony Schiff
Gayle B. Schnaid
Alice Schoenwald
Laura Schoor
Marilyn Schreiber
Muriel Segall
Ethel Seid
Joan Seidel
Leah Seider
Evelyne Shabo-Elbaum

Marlene Shaft
Phoebe Sharaf
Marlene Share
Bonnie Shatz
Geri L. Sherman
Diane Sherman-Smith
Syvia Sherwood
Susan Siegel-Reuveni
Susan Silver
Charlotte Sinay
Laura Slovin
Hortense Snower
Lotte Sohn
Pamela Sollin
Ruth Solomon
Barbara Sommers
Stephanie Spector Asher
Andrea L. Stanley
Jerilyn Stapleton
Jean Staub
Denise I. Stavsky
Ilse Stein
Jane Stoetzel
Lysa Stone
Herman Sturman
Ruth Sudman
Diane Y. Chavez Sunderland
Faith Sussman
Katsuo Suzuki
Andrea Swerdlow
Stacey Tabor
Lilith Terry
Cheryle Tessler
Melissa Tillman

Francine Trattner
Shirley G. Urdang
Marlene Varnen
Faye Wallace
Eleanor Wallen
Linda Washer
Evelyn Weinstein
Sandra R. Weinstock
Renee Weisenberg
Kathryn G. Weiss
Marilyn Weiss Alper
Thelma Weston
Barbara Wexler
Sally L. Wilk
Muriel Williger
Sheila Wise
Ellen Wohl
Betty Wolf
Joan Wolf
Rachel K. Wolff
Rosemarie Wolff
Sylvia D. Wollner
Karen Yale
Barbara Yaroslavsky
Sarah Yucht
Sandra E. Zack
Allen Zatkin
Arthur Zeesman
Jules Zeesman
Joseph Zelenay
Enid Zimmerman
Beverly Zucker
Jane Zuckerman

join second century society

To ensure that the work of NCJW/LA will continue well into this century, we invite you to become part of our future. No matter 
your age, means and walk of life—through a will, retirement plan, charitable gift annuity, fully paid insurance plan, or trust— 

by including NCJW/LA in your estate plans, you can add your legacy to ours.

NCJW’s Second Century Society was established to celebrate those individuals who have included NCJW/LA in their estate plans. 
By joining the Second Century Society, you can be acknowledged today for your future commitment. You can join the Second 

Century Society by naming NCJW/LA in your will, living trust or as a beneficiary of your life insurance policy.

For information please contact: Susan Sysler 323-852-8512 or susan@ncjwla.org
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financial highlights

Statement of Revenue and Expenses 2009–2010

	A mount	 Percentage
Revenue	  	  

Thrift Shop Net Income	 $    1,257,369 	 71%

Grants	 136,283 	 8%

Contributions, Bequests	 126,116 	 7%

Investments & Other Income	 154,182 	 9%

Special Events (net)	 36,462 	 2%

Membership Dues	 19,696 	 1%

Shared Occupancy	 39,324 	 2%

Total	 1,769,432 	 100%

Expenses

Program Services	 $    1,589,394 	 84%

Management & General	 209,209 	 11%

Fund Development	 103,353 	 5%

Total	 1,901,956 	 100%

Detailed Program Service Expenses	  	  

Women Helping Women	 $    1,042,885 	 66%

Membership & Leadership Development	  224,528 	 14%

Women Helping Children	 211,917 	 13%

Advocacy	 110,064 	 7%

Total	 1,589,394 	 100%

Thrift Shop Net Income 71%

Program Services 84%

Women Helping Women 66%

Grants 8%
Contributions, Bequests 7%

Special Events (net) 2%

Advocacy 7%

Women Helping Children 13%

Shared Occupancy 2%

Fund Development 5%

Membership Dues 1%

Management & General 11%

Investments & 
Other Income 9%

Membership & Leadership 
Development 14%
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board of directors

Board of Directors 2010–2011	 Board of Directors 2009–2010

CO-PRESIDENTS	 PRESIDENT

Amy Straus	 Cipra Nemeth
Ruth Zeitzew

VICE PRESIDENTS	 VICE PRESIDENTS

Jennifer Baronoff, Women Helping Children	 Anita Aratow, Membership & Outreach

Deborah Berger, Development & Outreach	 Lee Saltz, Council Thrift

Pamela Brown, Women Making A Difference	 Jane Stoetzel, Advocacy

Cipra Nemeth, Council Thrift	 Amy Straus, Women Helping Children

Lee Saltz, Advocacy	 Merle Siegel, Women Helping Women

Merle Siegel, Women Helping Women	 Ruth Zeitzew, Advocacy

CO-SECRETARIES	 CO-SECRETARIES

Phyllis Cohen	 Phyllis Cohen
Rebecca Wayne	 Peggy Schwartz

TREASURER	 TREASURER

C. Jean Pearlstein	 C. Jean Pearlstein

PARLIAMENTARIAN	 PARLIAMENTARIAN

Peggy Schwartz	 Fran Teller

DIRECTORS	 DIRECTORS

Anita Aratow	 Deborah Berger
Suzanne Buckholtz	 Pamela Brown
Shelli Dodell	 Suzanne Buckholtz
Susan Isaacs	 Susan Isaacs
Debby Newman	 Irene Perer
Irene Perer	 Marla Smith
Marla Smith	 Lila Steinhart
Fran Teller	 Rebecca Wayne
	 Lynne Wertheimer
	 Jennifer Wolbransky

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

Hillary Selvin

CHIEF FINANCIAL OFFICER

Sofiya Dubinsky

DIRECTOR OF RETAIL Operations

Robert Klausner

DIRECTOR OF WHW

Ava Rose, LCSW

DIRECTOR OF DEVELOPMENT & OUTREACH

Susan Sysler

DIRECTOR OF WHC

Melissa Tillman

DIRECTOR OF ADVOCACY

Ruth Williams

Design: Robin Weisz Design    ©NCJW/LA 2010



LA SECTION OFFICE

543 N. Fairfax Avenue
Los Angeles, CA 90036

Tel: 323.651.2930
Fax: 323.651.5348

www.ncjwla.org

NEW YORK HEADQUARTERS

475 Riverside Drive, Suite 250
New York, NY 10115

Tel: 212.645.4048
Fax: 212.645.7466

www.ncjw.org

WASHINGTON OFFICE

1707 L Street, NW
Suite 950

Washington, DC 20036
Tel: 202.296.2588
Fax: 202.331.7792

action@ncjwdc.org

ISRAEL OFFICE

NCJW Research Institute for
Innovation in Education

Room 267
Hebrew University, Mt. Scopus

Jerusalem 91905 Israel
Tel: 972.2.5882.208
Fax: 972.2.5813.264

ncjwisrael@gmail.com

The National Council of Jewish Women (NCJW) 

is a grassroots organization of volunteers and 

advocates who turn progressive ideals into action. 

Inspired by Jewish values, NCJW strives for social 

justice by improving the quality of life for women, 

children and families, and by safeguarding 

individual rights and freedoms.


